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fined in one of these beds, Father Biard being at the
door.

Now I could not describe to you what a night this
was: for it passed in continual alarms, gunshots and
rash acts on the part of some of the men; so that it
was feared with good reason that the prognostications
seen in the heavens the night before would have
their bloody fulfillment upon earth. Father Biard
promised to keep this favor in mind as long as he
lived, if it pleased God to restrain these mutinous and
murderous spirits which seemed to be in ecstasy and
to fly [173] over the house waiting for their prey.
God in his goodness hearkened to him, and to the
sincere prayers of Captain Merveille, for he certainly
showed a truly Christian spirit, as soon as he was
partially released, never ceasing, nearly all night, to
praise and bless his Creator, notwithstanding all the
insults that had been heaped upon him. And when
morning came he confessed, and, together with three
of his men, received the sacrament, in great tran-
quillity of mind. In truth it was a very rare and very
excellent example to those who know how to esteem
virtue.

In the afternoon Father Biard asked leave to go
and find du Pont, with sieur de Biencourt’s promise
that he would receive nothing but good treatment.
But when the said Father had gone a quarter of a
league, the said du Pont came up of his own accord,
and all disturbances were quieted. Sieur de Bien-
court borrowed [174] Merveille’s barque, and took it
away with him, together with one of the Maloiiins,
who afterwards died at Port Royal.



